Book Reviews
Advanced Hiematology edited by Richard G Huntsman MD FRCP FRCPath and George C Jenkins PhD MRcPath ppix+162 £2.50 London: Butterworths 1974 The eleven contributors to this volume provide nine chapters dealing largely with the red cell and its metabolism. A chapter on fibrinolysis was included because of the relationship between fibrin catabolism and red cell fragmentation. The contributors are all experts in their particular fields and the chapters cover defects of the red cell membrane, control of red cell oxygen affinity by 2, 3 -DPG in disease, methmmoglobinemia, management of the sickle-cell syndromes, vitamin B12-folate interrelations, transferrin, hemochromatosis, prevention of Rh sensitization in pregnancy, and modern concepts offibrinolysis.
The book appears to be directed at the postgraduate trainee hiematologist or the experienced technologist, for whom it will make useful reading. The fifteenth edition of this well-known book is 135 pages longer than the fourteenth. The former opening chapters on the history of the book and on the microscope have disappeared. Most of the sections have increased modestly in size while being updated. Bedsonia (chlamydia) now receives a brief mention.
The chapter on planning a laboratory has gone and is replaced by one on clinical laboratory computerization. The section on serodiagnostic tests for syphilis has become smaller while being brought up to date. Most of the previous illustrations seem to have been retained, but there are new ones, some of which are coloured.
Useful bibliographies follow the chapters.
In their preface, the editors acknowledge that it is now virtually impossible to compress all of laboratory medicine into a single volume. They admit that they have chosen certain compelling topics for particular prominence in this edition;
In spite of this, the book is a comprehensive manual oflaboratory medicine today. Such a book is undoubtedly useful for reference and for looking up the numerous topics which every working pathologist meets occasionally but on which he is not expert.
The new appearance of this old friend is sufficiently familiar to reassure those who have long relied on it for this purpose. It is probably as good as any such manual at present available. In five years .the price has risen by 30 % -a modest increase which seems much less than that exacted by British publishers. The book is well worth the money.
H I WINNER This book is written primarily for medical assistants, nurses and paramedical personnel but the hope is expressedand reasonably sothat it will be found useful to hygienists, medical students and physicians 'in some way involved with treatment and control of infectious disease'. It consists of nine sections containing in all 90 chapters. The first section outlining general considerations contains an interesting chapter on the history and changing concepts ofinfectious disease; ideas current in Mesopotamia, Egypt, China, Greece and Rome are compared and contrasted and the highlights of more recent work are given. The substance of the chapters is of a high standard, certainly full enough for medical assistants, and most physicians not specializing in infectious diseases would find this a sufficiently comprehensive guide. The information is well up to date.
There are, of course, small points of criticism; the way in which a 'case' is confused with a person even in the definition will irritate those who respect good writing. The use of an injection machine is illustrated but there is no warning on or discussion of the risk of such machines transmitting hepatitis-associated antigen.
The author is to be congratulated on a comprehensive and up-to-date book which fulfils all he intended of it.
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